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We	think	you	might	also	like	News	Many	Android	tablets	will	soon	reach	shelves	to	compete	with	Apple’s	iPad,	which	has	not	faced	a	worthy	challenger	yet.	Samsung,	Toshiba,	ViewSonic,	and	Archos	recently	announced	tablets	with	screen	sizes	ranging	from	7	inches	to	10	inches.	These	tablets	are	not	just	cheap	knockoffs,	but	legitimate	competitors
that	outdo	the	iPad	on	certain	features.	Toshiba’s	Folio	100	features	better	video	capabilities	with	full	1080p	HD	video	support,	topping	iPad’s	720p	video	support.	These	tablets	also	include	USB	ports	and	run	Android	2.2	OS,	bringing	Flash	support	for	Internet	video,	which	the	iPad	lacks.	The	iPad	is	considered	a	well-rounded	tablet,	but	a	sticking
point	has	been	its	$499	starting	price	in	the	United	States.	The	latest	Android	tablets	come	at	prices	ranging	from	$299	to	$1000,	depending	on	screen	size	and	features.	Toshiba’s	earliest	entry	in	the	tablet	space	is	the	Folio	100,	which	has	speed	and	graphics	capabilities	that	could	make	it	the	iPad’s	most	potent	competitor.	The	tablet	comes	with	a
10.1-inch	screen,	slightly	larger	than	iPad’s	9.7-inch	screen,	and	runs	on	Google’s	Android	2.2	OS.	The	devices	are	about	equally	portable:	The	Folio	weighs	1.67	pounds,	while	the	iPad	weighs	1.5	pounds.	The	Folio	has	Nvidia’s	Tegra	2	chip	that	could	give	it	faster	processing	capabilities	than	the	iPad.	The	chip	includes	a	dual-core	Arm	processor
running	at	1GHz	and	offers	1080p	video	capabilities	thanks	to	a	GeForce	core	in	the	chip.	By	comparison,	the	iPad	is	powered	by	a	chip	package	that	includes	a	single-core	Arm	processor	running	at	1GHz.	But	the	powerful	processor	and	1080p	HD	video	could	drain	the	Folio’s	battery	quickly.	Toshiba	has	said	the	device’s	battery	life	is	about	seven
hours	when	browsing.	That	pales	in	comparison	to	the	iPad,	which	can	last	around	10	hours	when	running	video.	The	Folio	tablet	will	be	available	during	the	fourth	quarter	in	Europe,	the	Middle	East	and	Africa,	with	the	price	starting	at	around	$508	for	a	Wi-Fi	version,	the	company	said.	Another	dual-core	tablet	on	the	horizon	is	Stream	TV’s	Elocity
A7,	which	also	runs	the	Tegra	2	processor,	but	comes	with	a	smaller	7-inch	screen.	Like	the	Folio,	Elocity	is	capable	of	full	1080p	video,	and	the	device	includes	HDMI	(high-definition	multimedia	interface)	output	to	play	HD	movies	on	larger	screens.	It	also	includes	a	USB	port	to	access	external	storage	devices.	The	device	runs	the	Android	2.2	OS.
The	specifications	list	Wi-Fi	and	Bluetooth	wireless	options,	but	the	device	does	not	seem	to	have	3G	mobile	broadband	capabilities,	which	could	be	a	drawback.	The	iPad	offers	Wi-Fi	and	3G	support	on	some	models,	which	makes	it	easier	to	download	e-books	or	movies	or	surf	the	Web	where	Wi-Fi	networks	are	not	available.	The	Elocity	A7	weighs
around	453	grams,	making	it	lighter	than	the	iPad.	It	can	play	five	hours	of	video	on	a	single	battery	charge,	according	to	the	company.	The	device	could	make	for	a	solid	portable	video	and	gaming	device.	The	tablet	is	available	for	order	on	Amazon.com	for	$370.	Though	the	device	is	powerful	and	$120	cheaper	than	the	iPad,	it	comes	down	to
whether	users	feel	comfortable	with	a	smaller	screen	and	the	limited	wireless	connectivity	options.	Another	Android	2.2	tablet	is	Samsung’s	Galaxy	Tab,	which	has	a	7-inch	screen.	The	company	says	that	the	smaller	screen	makes	the	device	more	portable	than	Apple’s	iPad.	The	Tab	weighs	less	than	a	pound,	according	to	the	company.	But	to
compensate	for	the	small	screen,	the	tablet	packs	some	unique	features.	The	Tab	is	capable	of	playing	1080p	video,	giving	it	a	leg	up	over	the	iPad.	The	device	has	two	cameras	—	a	1.3-megapixel	camera	in	the	front	and	a	3-megapixel	camera	in	the	back	—	which	could	help	enable	video	calling,	something	the	iPad	is	not	capable	of	yet.	The	device
runs	on	a	1GHz	Arm	processor	based	on	the	Cortex-A8	design.	Despite	the	smaller	screen,	the	company	says	the	device	provides	only	eight	hours	of	battery,	which	is	less	than	Apple’s	iPad.	The	Tab	will	start	shipping	in	Europe	next	month.	It	is	expected	to	be	announced	in	the	U.S.	next	week.	Samsung	hasn’t	talked	about	its	price,	but	has	said	it
could	become	available	at	subsidized	prices	through	service	providers.	Enthusiast	sites	have	speculated	that	the	device	could	be	subsidized	to	between	$200	and	$400	through	service	providers	with	mobile	contracts.	The	device	may	also	become	available	without	mobile	contracts.	Amazon’s	Germany	website	has	listed	the	device	at	a	whopping
$1,015.	At	$299,	the	Archos	101	Internet	Tablet	is	perhaps	one	of	the	more	inexpensive	tablet	options.	The	device	comes	with	a	10.1-inch	screen,	can	play	back	720p	video	and	includes	Wi-Fi	connectivity.	Archos	pointed	out	that	the	device	could	be	tethered	to	a	3G	mobile	phone	via	Bluetooth.	However,	that	could	cost	extra,	depending	on	the	mobile-
phone	plan	with	the	service	provider.	The	device	runs	on	a	1GHz	processor	based	on	Arm’s	older	Cortex-A8	design,	which	is	a	step	down	from	the	Cortex-A9	processors	included	in	the	Folio	or	Elocity.	More	of	a	smartphone	processor,	it	should	nevertheless	provide	enough	oomph	for	the	device	to	run	basic	Web	surfing	and	video	applications.	The
device	also	comes	with	a	webcam	and	a	USB	port.	The	device	can	play	up	to	seven	hours	of	video	on	a	single	battery	charge.	The	device	weighs	about	480	grams.	Though	it	isn’t	quite	an	iPad	or	a	Folio,	the	amazing	$299	price	more	than	makes	up	for	any	lack	of	features,	making	it	an	excellent	impulse	buy.	The	company	is	also	offering	a	7-inch	tablet
for	$199.	The	ViewPad	7.ViewSonic	recently	announced	two	tablets	including	the	ViewPad	100,	which	has	a	10-inch	screen	and	runs	Windows	7	Home	Premium	and	Android	1.6.	The	company	also	launched	ViewPad	7,	which	has	a	7-inch	screen	and	runs	Android	2.2.	The	ViewPad	100	runs	on	an	Intel	Atom	N455	processor	at	1.66GHz	and	includes	a
1.3-megapixel	webcam.	The	Wi-Fi-only	device	will	be	available	in	October	for	approximately	£549,	according	to	the	company.	The	ViewPad	7,	on	the	other	hand,	will	include	3G	capabilities.	The	ViewPad	7	is	expected	to	cost	no	more	than	£350.	Don’t	Forget	Content	and	Apps	Compared	to	the	Android	OS,	the	iPad	offers	access	to	more	online
applications	and	content	for	download	for	users	to	enjoy	the	full	tablet	experience.	The	Android	Market	isn’t	as	mature,	and	Google	recently	told	TechRadar	that	Android	2.2	was	not	designed	for	tablets,	and	that	applications	in	the	Android	Market	were	not	designed	for	use	on	larger	screens.	That	has	raised	speculation	about	an	upcoming	version	of
Android	for	tablets.	©HowStuffWorks	Guns	come	in	all	shapes	and	sizes.	Let's	take	a	quick	look	at	some	of	the	different	types	of	firearms.	Flintlock	guns	were	extremely	important	weapons	in	the	American	Revolution;	they	also	formed	the	foundation	of	all	modern	guns.	©HowStuffWorks	Flintlock	and	percussion	cap	guns	are	some	of	the	earliest
types	of	trigger-activated	guns.	Colonial	America	depended	on	these	weapons	for	food,	protection	and	warfare.	©iStockphoto.com/Wojtek	Wojtowicz	Dueling	was	practiced	in	America	all	the	way	through	the	18th	century.	These	dueling	pistols	would	have	been	the	weapon	of	choice.	The	American	military	relied	on	a	larger	version	of	these	pistols.	©
iStockphoto.com/Kate	McKenna	The	musket	was	a	soldier's	best	friend	during	the	American	Civil	War.	They	were	loaded	through	the	muzzle	and	were	fired	with	percussion	caps.	Muskets	became	obsolete	with	the	invention	of	cartridge	ammunition.	©	HowStuffWorks	Revolvers	are	one	of	the	most	popular	gun	designs	of	all	time.	Their	reliability	and
simplicity	make	them	a	popular	choice	for	hunting	and	self-defense.	©iStockphoto.com/Christian	Carroll	Revolvers,	such	as	this	one,	played	a	very	important	role	in	the	history	of	the	American	West.	Cowboys,	lawmen	and	outlaws	all	relied	heavily	on	the	revolver.	©	iStockphoto.com/Julie	Fisher	This	Colt	.44	Anaconda	is	an	example	of	a	modern
revolver.	The	basic	design	hasn't	changed	in	more	than	a	century.	©iStockphoto.com/Gregor	Inkret	A	typical	revolver	cylinder	can	hold	up	to	six	or	seven	rounds.	The	cylinder	rotates	the	round	into	firing	position	every	time	a	person	pulls	the	trigger.	©iStockphoto.com/Gregor	Inkret	Here's	an	example	of	a	Smith	&	Wesson	Magnum	revolver.
Magnum	rounds	are	slightly	longer	than	standard	revolver	ammo,	giving	them	greater	firepower.	Revolvers	aren't	the	only	type	of	handgun,	however.	©iStockphoto.com	The	semiautomatic	pistol	is	one	of	the	best-selling	types	of	handgun	in	the	United	States.	It	often	has	a	higher	ammo	capacity	than	a	revolver.	©iStockphoto.com	Instead	of	a
cylinder,	semiautomatics	rely	on	a	clip	to	load	the	ammo	into	the	firing	chamber.	The	handle	of	the	gun	houses	the	clip.	©	iStockphoto.com/Marje	Cannon	A	Beretta	Model	96	.40	caliber	compact	pistol	is	another	example	of	a	semiautomatic	handgun.	The	semiautomatic	has	replaced	the	revolver	as	the	standard	sidearm	for	American	police	forces.	©
iStockphoto.com/Sean	Galloway	The	Glock	17	is	one	of	the	most	well-known	handguns.	Glocks	are	known	for	their	reliability	and	safety	features.	©	iStockphoto.com/Jan	Dabrowski	American	police	forces	have	adopted	the	Glock	as	their	standard	issue	weapon.	Silencer/Getty	Images	A	gun	silencer	screws	on	to	the	end	of	the	barrel,	giving	the
pressurized	gas	behind	the	bullet	a	big	space	to	expand	into.	When	the	bullet	finally	exits	through	the	hole	in	the	silencer,	the	pressure	being	uncorked	is	much,	much	lower,	so	the	sound	of	the	gun	firing	is	much	softer.	Courtesy	SwissMiniGun	According	to	Guinness	World	Records,	the	title	of	the	smallest	working	revolver	in	the	world	goes	to	the
Miniature	Revolver	C1ST,	manufactured	by	SwissMiniGun.	The	tiny	firearm	measures	just	more	than	2	inches	(5	centimeters)	and	weighs	less	than	1	ounce.	Next,	we'll	take	a	look	at	some	other	types	of	firearms.	The	modern	flamethrower	came	about	in	the	early	20th	century,	but	the	original	idea	is	actually	thousands	of	years	old.	Photo	courtesy
NARA	Here,	a	U.S.	soldier	operates	a	flamethrower	in	Vietnam	during	Operation	New	Castle.	Photo	courtesy	U.S.	Department	of	Defense	A	U.S.	Navy	"Zippo"	flamethrower	is	tested	from	a	patrol	boat.	The	unreliability	of	electronic	ignition	systems	means	that	operators	sometimes	have	had	to	use	a	Zippo	lighter	to	ignite	the	fuel	as	it	leaves	the
nozzle.	©iStockphoto.com/Gregor	Inkret	Shotguns	fire	a	different	type	of	round	than	handguns.	Shotgun	shells	contain	round	pellets	that	are	scattered	out	of	the	barrel	of	the	gun	when	fired.	This	makes	shotguns	an	excellent	choice	for	hunting.	©iStockphoto.com	Semiautomatic	rifles	can	be	legally	purchased	in	the	United	States.	Semiautos	differ
from	machine	guns	in	that	they	only	fire	one	round	each	time	the	trigger	is	pulled.	Tim	Ridley/Getty	Images	Machine	guns	are	capable	of	firing	multiple	rounds	when	the	trigger	is	held	down.	The	machine	gun	has	revolutionized	modern	warfare.	©	iStockphoto.com/Anatoly	Vartanov	This	is	a	modern	U.S.	Army	M4A1	assault	rifle.	The	troops	in	Iraq
and	Afghanistan	rely	heavily	on	these	types	of	weapons.	Finally,	we'll	take	a	look	at	the	most	famous	type	of	machine	gun	in	the	world	on	the	next	page.	©iStockphoto.com/Gregor	Inkret	The	Russian	AK-47	is	the	most	famous	machine	gun	in	the	world.	It	was	developed	in	the	mid-1940s	and	is	still	used	by	armed	forces	around	the	globe.	For	more
information	on	firearms,	check	out	the	5	Most	Popular	Guns.
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